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If you have questions or comments, or if you would like to remove your name from our mailing list, 

please contact us by email: rrc@therrc.co.uk or call 01234 752979. 

Visit our Website and YouTube channel. Follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter. Become a Facebook fan. 

For those on LinkedIn, the ‘River Restoration Professionals’ group is an active forum for discussion .  

LATEST RIVER ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS INCLUDE: 

RRC OLYMPIC CHALLENGE - MEDALS TABLE 

Competition was fierce given the calibre of 
projects received. Projects demonstrated a 
range of varying restoration approaches. At 
the finishing line, gold-medals were 
awarded to the following:  
 
1. Sinderland Restoration Project - 
lasting more than a decade including 
monitoring, the Sinderland Brook project 
has been delivered through multiple 
planning phases. The long running project 
came first in the Marathon category. 
 
2. River Wensum Great Ryburgh 
Restoration - results after one year have 
shown a significant improvement in terms 
of habitat, flow diversity and water quality. 
As such the Wensum project has been 
awarded our Sprint gold medal. 
 
3. Mayesbrook Climate Change Park 
Project - involving a large and diverse 
partnership of public, private and voluntary 
organisations, taking the baton to the 
podium, Mayesbrook is the winner of the 
Relay with the largest project partnership.  

The Borrowash Fish Pass on the River Derwent in Derbyshire, the largest built in the Midlands 
region, has been officially opened.  
 
Pauline Latham MP, Councillor Hardyal Dhindsa from Derby City Council and the Environment 
Agency hosted the official cutting of the ribbon and the removal of stop logs at the launch of the 
largest fish pass in the Midlands. This will enable fish such as eel, lamprey, salmon and sea trout 
to freely migrate upstream past Borrowash weir to spawning grounds using a bypass channel. 

4. Little Lever Weir Removal - As part of 
a catchment-scale strategy to remove 
redundant structures on the River Irwell, 
works to aid the removal of a collapsing 
weir 2m in height has helped to reconnect 
a large section of the river. The project 
came first in the High-jump for the 
greatest physical barrier cleared.  
 
5. Lough Neas Emergency works - This 
challenging reconstruction project required 
immediate attention following a high flow 
event. Including   stakeholder consultation, 
works was completed in four days, earning 
the project the Hurdling gold medal for the 
greatest theoretical barrier overcome.  
 
6. Fobney Island – An innovative 
restoration plan developed over several 
years aimed to establish an ecologically 
successful river and wetland and multi-
purpose recreational area for wildlife and 
people. The approach and end product 
earned this project gold in Freestyle.  

“The history and future of British Rivers and Waterways”, 
a one-day open conference organized by the Linnean Society 
of London, the Freshwater Biological Association and the 
University of Southampton. The conference will discuss the 
future for Britain’s rivers and canals from a multi-disciplinary 
perspective. 
 
Speakers will include, Professor Angela Gurnell (QMUL), Arlin 
Rickard (Rivers Trust), Phil Hickley (IFM),  Paul Logan (EA), 
Isobelle Durrance (DURESS project), Paul Knight (Riverfly 
Partnership), Fiona Bowles (Wessex Water), Chris Horril, 
(RAFTS) and Professor Alan Hildrew (QMUL). The evening 
lecture will be given by eminent British ecologist Sir John 
Lawton, who is currently Vice President of the RSPB, Chair of 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and a life fellow of WWF-UK.  
 
This event will take place on 21st February 2013 at The Royal 
Astronomical Society, Burlington House, London. The cost will 
be £30 for delegates with refreshments included. For further 
information, please click here. 

The River Restoration Centre is the West Region lead organisation for the EU LIFE+ 
RESTORE Information and Communication project (2010-2013) which encourages the 

communication of sustainable river restoration best practice across Europe.  

 

“LARGEST FISH PASS IN THE MIDLANDS” OPENED  

Anglo-French relations were strengthened following a RESTORE field visit to restoration sites 
on the Rivers Ouine, Sèvre and Moine in the Loire valley, during early October.  
 
On the River Ouine, structures which had significantly impacted morphology and fisheries have 
been removed and different restoration measures including bank re-profiling and diversification 
of bed substrate have been trialled to assess their benefit. Water level management structures 
historically built to control water levels on the River Sèvre have led to fish passage issues and 
bed scour. At the site of an historic castle and moat, an ox-bow lake has been reconnected and 
a shallow backwater has been created to act as a spawning lake for coarse fish. 

RESTORE PROJECT HITS NEW HEIGHTS IN THE LOIRE 

On the Moine, a weir was initially opened on 
a trial basis to identify the impact this would 
have on morphology. The local community 
were encouraged to have their say and the 
success of the pilot has led to the removal of 
six subsequent structures through the town 
of Cholet. This has improved the ecological 
value of the channel and connectivity with the 
floodplain has been improved.  
 
The field visit and RESTORE project were 
featured in local and regional French press. 
Differences between UK and French river 
restoration and WFD working practices, more 
information and photos of the sites will be 
documented early next year. In the meantime 
contact RRC for more information. 

It will deliver immediate benefits to coarse fish, helping 
to improve the water environment and potentially open 
the way for the return of salmon into this catchment. 
The work links to a programme of works at nine weirs 
in the Trent and Derwent catchments being delivered 
in partnership between the Environment Agency, the 
Trent Rivers Trust and Derby City Council. The 
programme aims to principally restore sustainable fish 
populations. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the challenge.  
 
Olympic Challenge prizes will be awarded at the RRC 2013 Annual Network Conference. 

River Wensum at Great Ryburgh 

Sinderland Brook restoration 
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