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Restoring Europe’s Rivers

RESTORE

partnership for sharing knowledge &
promoting best practice on river restoration
In Europe

The RESTORE project is made possible with the contribution of the LIFE+

financial instrument of the European Community

and works in partnership with




RESTORE - restoring Europe’s rivers

© RESTORE encourages the restoration of European rivers
towards a more natural state. This delivers increased ecological
quality, flood risk reduction, and social and economic benefits.

© Financially supported by the EU LIFE+.

© We covering 21 countries within four regional groupings. €1.8M
between 2010 and 2013.
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RESTORE Partners

RESTORE is implemented by 7 partners:

Environment Agency - England and Walles,

UK River Restoration Centre (RRC),

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE),

Italian River Restoration Centre (CIRF),

Dutch Gov'’t Service for Land and Water Management
Wetlands International

NIHWM - Romania
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The project works closely with European Centre for River Restoration.
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RESTORE
countries

RESTORE

Regional Leads
N — Finland (SYKE),

E — Netherlands/ Romania
(DLG),

S — Italy (CIRF),
W — UK (RRC).

Remaining countries via wider
media & communication.
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RESTORE common themes

@ Costs and benefits

2 What do we mean by
River Restoration?

© Drivers through
Directives

@ People and
communities

Regional issues and concerns

East

© Access to funds/ information, few
networks, promote understanding

South

© little progress outside France,
issues of ephemeral rivers, water
quality, bioengineering vs RR

West

© Concept understood, needs
evidence, funding, guidance,
political & planning buy-in, public
safety.

North

© Fisheries and hydropower drivers,
mixed levels of networks in
operation.
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RESTORE Project review of EU policy
drivers

* Those which drive the delivery of river
and catchment restoration,
e.g. WFD, Habitats and Birds Directive,
Floods Directive

* Those which support the delivery of
river restoration,
e.g. CAP, Nitrates Directive
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1. Information

N/

Drivers
Barriers

Policies (EU, Basin,
National, Regional)

Existing networks
Main audience
Projects

Best practice
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2. Engagement

 Social Media

e Newsfeeds
e \Website
* Press releases

e Workshops
e Seminars
e Field visits
e Meetings
e Conference
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3. Knowledge Transfer

 RESTORE WIKI tool for projects

e Pooled resources & better
information sharing

* Greater confidence in
implementation

e Strengthened and new EU
river restoration networks

 ECRR to take on the outputs
post 2013.
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Obstacles to river restoration

Implementation

Policy Spatial planning
- Inflexibility - .agricultural land use and

- alignment of multiple policies practices
- multiple and competing
floodplain uses

Financial

- limited funding Lamd use = *-

- funding arrangements - requwement to purchase land
_ - - land use change / planning

Societal e |

- - Institutional and administrative Other

~boundaries ..« - promotian of hydropower

- (lack-of)-eapacity e mes

- ‘Iack of‘understandnig—‘;’ -
- stakeholder involvement
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Consensus on river restoration good
practices to support European policy
goals

Challenges

* Limited awareness of planners and
practitioners

* Insufficient access to best practice

« Geographical variation in understanding
and capacity

Restoring Europe’s Rivers



RESTORE knowledge management
system - case studies
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www.restorerivers.eu
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RESTORE is a partnership for sharing knowledge and promoting best practice on river restoration in Europe. AA



Way forward

Support policy makers and practitioners
to make more informed decisions

1. Consensus on river restoration good
practice
- What is good river restoration practice
and how is this needed by different
countries?

e 2. Communication of information to key
target audiences
- Engage stakeholders, establish
networks and build information resource
- Handbook - shaped by practitioners,
policy makers and planners.

* 3. Stimulate integrated catchment
approaches
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RESTORE Outputs

© 36 events in over 10 countries

© 1200 persons engaged
through events E E
© 500 case studies on the WIKI — .
database :Tlll
© 90,000 persons through .
project outreach E .||-1F:
@ International River Restoration
Conference

www.restorerivers.eu
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